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“So David rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David. 
The period that David reigned over Israel was forty years; seven years he 

reigned in Hebron, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years. 
Then Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom 

was firmly established.” (1 Kings 2:10–12)

A Kingdom In Transition: 
From Tranquility To Turmoil

Location of the pagan altar at Dan
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Outline Of First Kings

Part One: The United Kingdom (1:1—11:43)

I.	 The Establishment of Solomon as King..........................................................................1:1—2:46
	 A.	 Appointment of Solomon as King....................................................................................1:1–53
	 B.	 Solidification of Solomon as King....................................................................................2:1–46
II.	 The Rise of Solomon as King............................................................................................3:1—8:66
	 A.	 Solomon’s Request for Wisdom........................................................................................3:1–28
	 B.	 Solomon’s Administration of Israel.................................................................................4:1–34
	 C.	 The Temple and Solomon’s House Are Constructed................................................5:1—8:66
III.	 The Decline of Solomon as King....................................................................................9:1—11:43
	 A.	 Reiteration of the Davidic Covenant..................................................................................9:1–9
	 B.	 Disobedience of Solomon to the Covenant..............................................................9:10—11:8
	 C.	 Chastening of Solomon for Breaking the Covenant....................................................11:9–40
	 D.	 Death of Solomon...........................................................................................................11:41–43

Part Two: The Divided Kingdom (12:1—22:53)

I. 	 The Division of the Kingdom.......................................................................................12:1—14:31
	 A.	 Cause of the Division.......................................................................................................12:1–24
	 B.	 Reign of Jeroboam in Israel....................................................................................12:25—14:20
	 C.	 Reign of Rehoboam in Judah........................................................................................14:21–31
II.	 The Reigns of Two Kings in Judah.....................................................................................15:1–24
	 A.	 Reign of Abijam in Judah...................................................................................................15:1–8
	 B.	 Reign of Asa in Judah.......................................................................................................15:9–24
III.	 The Reigns of Five Kings in Israel.............................................................................15:25—16:28
	 A.	 Reign of Nadab in Israel................................................................................................15:25–31
	 B.	 Reign of Baasha in Israel...........................................................................................15:32—16:7
	 C.	 Reign of Elah in Israel......................................................................................................16:8–14
	 D.	 Reign of Zimri in Israel..................................................................................................16:15–20
	 E.	 Reign of Omri in Israel...................................................................................................16:21–28
IV.	 The Reign of Ahab in Israel........................................................................................16:29—22:40
	 A.	 Sin of Ahab.......................................................................................................................16:29–34
	 B.	 The Ministry of Elijah................................................................................................17:1—19:21
	 C.	 Wars with Syria.................................................................................................................20:1–43
	 D.	 Murder of Naboth.............................................................................................................21:1–16
	 E.	 Death of Ahab...........................................................................................................21:17—22:40
V.	 The Reign of Jehoshaphat in Judah..................................................................................22:41–50
VI.	 The Reign of Ahaziah in Israel..........................................................................................22:51–53

(The above outline is from Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps & Charts, pp. 113–114)
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Part One: The United Kingdom (1:1—11:43)

I. The Establishment of Solomon as King 	 (1:1—2:46)

A. Appointment of Solomon as King (1:1–53)

1. What was the duty of Abishag the Shunammite?

2. How did Adonijah the son of Haggith exalt himself?

3. Name the men who were opposed to Adonijah.

4. What did Bathsheba tell King David?

5. Why did David have his servants take Solomon to Gihon on David’s mule?

6. Why were the guests of Adonijah afraid when they heard that Solomon had been 
made king?

B. Solidification of Solomon as King (2:1–46)

1. What charge did David give to Solomon before his death?

2. What did David tell Solomon about Joab?
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3. Why was Solomon to show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite?

4. What warning did David give concerning Shimei?

5. How long had David reigned? Where was he buried?

6. What request did Adonijah make of Bathsheba?

7. Why did Solomon have Adonijah put to death?

8. What did Solomon do to Abiathar?

9. Why was Joab put to death?

10. How did Shimei cause his own death?

II. The Rise of Solomon as King (3:1—8:66)

A. Solomon’s Request for Wisdom (3:1–28)
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1. What did Solomon request of God at Gibeon? Why?

2. What did God give Solomon at Gibeon?

3. What was the first public display of Solomon’s wisdom?

B. Solomon’s Administration of Israel (4:1–34)

1. How many governors did Solomon appoint over Israel? What did he give to each of 
these men?

2. Describe the wealth that Solomon had in his kingdom.

3. Describe the wisdom of Solomon.

C. The Temple and Solomon’s House Are Constructed (5:1—8:66)

1. What did Solomon request of Hiram king of Tyre?

2. How did Hiram react to Solomon’s request?

3. Describe the labor force that Solomon raised up.
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4. Describe the Temple that Solomon built.

5. What was so unusual about the building process of the Temple?

6. What was the “word of the Lord” which came to Solomon?

7. Describe the inner sanctuary. What was inside of it?

8. What was the purpose of the carved images of the cherubim?

9. Name some of the other building projects Solomon completed.

10. What work was Huram (Hiram) well known for? Name some of the items he made 
for Solomon and the Temple.

11. Describe how the ark was placed in the Temple? What happened when the ark of 
the covenant was placed in the Temple?

12. What did Solomon say in his speech to the people?
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13. What did Solomon say in his prayer to God at the dedication of the Temple?

14. On what occasions would people come to the Temple to pray?

15. How did Solomon bless the assembly?

III. The Decline of Solomon as King	 (9:1—11:43)

A. Reiteration of the Davidic Covenant (9:1–9)

1. What did God tell Solomon in His second appearance to him?

2. What did God say about the future of the Temple?

B. Disobedience of Solomon to the Covenant (9:10—11:8)

1. What did Hiram think of the cities which Solomon had given to him?

2. What building projects did Solomon undertake after completing the Temple?

3. Describe the meeting between Solomon and the Queen of Sheba.
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4. Describe the sources of revenue Solomon had at his disposal.

5. Give a few examples of the extravagance of Solomon.

6. What sin did Solomon commit concerning his wives?

C. Chastening of Solomon for Breaking the Covenant (11:9–40)

1. Why was God angry with Solomon?

2. Who was Hadad the Edomite?

3. Who was Jeroboam the son of Nebat?

4. What did Ahijah tell Jeroboam?

D. Death of Solomon (11:41–43)

1. Where can we find out more about the acts of Solomon?

2. How long did Solomon reign? Were was he buried?
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Part Two: The Divided Kingdom (12:1—22:53)
I. The Division of the Kingdom (12:1—14:31)

A. Cause of the Division (12:1–24)

1. What did Jeroboam and the whole congregation of Israel request of Rehoboam?

2. What bad advice did Rehoboam get from his young friends?

3. What happened to Adoram the tax collector?

4. Why didn’t the tribes of Judah and Benjamin fight against Jeroboam?

B. Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25—14:20)

1. What was the purpose of the altars at Dan and Bethel?

2. What did the man of God from Judah tell Jeroboam?

3. What offer did Jeroboam make to the man of God?
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4. What lie did the old prophet from Bethel tell?

5. Why was the young prophet killed by the loin?

6. What was wrong with the priests Jeroboam consecrated?

7. What message did Ahijah give to Jeroboam’s wife?

8. Where are the rest of the acts of Jeroboam recorded?

C. Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21–31)

1. How did the people of Judah provoke God to jealousy?

2. What did Shishak, the king of Egypt, do to Jerusalem?

3. How did Rehoboam and Jeroboam get along?

II. The Reigns of Two Kings in Judah (15:1–24)

A. Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1–8)



Workbook on First Kings			   David Padfield 10

1. Describe the moral character of Abijam.

2. What kindness did God show to David through Abijam?

B. Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9–24)

1. For what righteous acts will Asa be remembered?

2. Why did Asa make a treaty with Ben-Hadad of Damascus?

III. The Reigns of Five Kings in Israel (15:25—16:28)

A. Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25–31)

1. Describe the moral character of Nadab.

2. Why did Baasha kill Nadab?

B. Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32—16:7)

1. What message did Jehu, the son of Hanani, give against Baasha?

2. What happened to Baasha?
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C. Reign of Elah in Israel (16:8–14)

1. How did Zimri kill Elah?

2. What was the first official act of Zimri?

D. Reign of Zimri in Israel (16:15–20)

1. Why did Omri and all Israel go up to Gibbethon?

2. How did Zimri die?

E. Reign of Omri in Israel (16:21–28)

1. How was Israel divided in the days of Omri?

2. Why did Omri buy “the hill of Samaria from Shemer”? What did he build?

IV. The Reign of Ahab in Israel (16:29—22:40)

A. Sin of Ahab (16:29–34)
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1. How did the morality of Ahab compare to those before him?

2. Describe the extent of Ahab’s devotion to Baal.

B. The Ministry of Elijah (17:1—19:21)

1. What message did Elijah deliver to Ahab?

2. How did God provide food and water for Elijah?

3. Why did Elijah go to Zarephath? Where did he stay?

4. How was the widow of Zarephath blessed by God?

5. What happened to the widow’s son? What did Elijah do?

6. What did Jezebel do to the prophets of the lord?

7. Describe the meeting between Obadiah and Elijah.

8. What did Ahab accuse Elijah of?
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9. What challenge did Elijah make to the people?

10. What challenge did Elijah make to the prophets of Baal?

11. Describe the altar the Elijah prepared.

12. What happened to the prophets of Baal?

13. What did Elijah’s servant see when he looked toward the Mediterranean Sea the 
first time? What did he see on the seventh time?

14. What threat did Jezebel make to Elijah?

15. What did Elijah pray for? How did God answer him at first?

16. How did God appear to Elijah after this?

17. Elijah felt like he was the only one still faithful to God. What did God reveal to 
Elijah?

18. Describe the meeting between Elisha and Elijah.
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C. Wars with Syria (20:1–43)

1. What message did Ben-Hadad give to Ahab?

2. How did Ahab reply to Ben-Hadad?

3. What was the outcome of the battle with the Syrians?

4. What misconception did the Syrians have about the God of Israel?

5. How did God show his displeasure with how Ahab treated Ben-Hadad?

D. Murder of Naboth (21:1–16)

1. What did Ahab want from Naboth? How did he get it?

2. What evil plan did Jezebel come up with?

E. Death of Ahab (21:17—22:40)

1. What did Elijah accuse Ahab of?

2. How did Ahab react to the words of Elijah?
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3. What message did God then give to Elijah about Ahab?

4. What did the king of Israel ask the 400 prophets of God?

5. What message did Micaiah deliver to the king?

6. How did the king react to this message?

7. Describe the death of Ahab.

V. The Reign of Jehoshaphat in Judah (22:41–50)

1. Describe the moral character of Jehoshaphat.

2. What good acts did he perform in his life?

VI. The Reign of Ahaziah in Israel (22:51–53)

1. Was act is Ahaziah remembered for?

2. How did God react to Ahaziah?
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The Kingdom Of Solomon
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The Divided Kingdom
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The Life Of Elijah



Workbook on First Kings			   David Padfield 19

Th
e 

K
in

gs
 O

f 
Th

e 
D

iv
id

ed
 K

in
gd

o
m

 (
1)



Workbook on First Kings			   David Padfield 20

Th
e 

K
in

gs
 O

f 
Th

e 
D

iv
id

ed
 K

in
gd

o
m

 (
2)



Workbook on First Kings			   David Padfield 21

Th
e 

K
in

gs
 O

f 
Th

e 
D

iv
id

ed
 K

in
gd

o
m

 (
3)

 


	1-Kings-Cover-Color
	1-Kings-Book

